THE NATURAL DISASTERS AND THE URBAN ASSET MODIFICATIONS:
THE MELITO IRPINO CASE HISTORY
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INTRODUCTION
The history of Melito Irpino, a small village in sowthern Italy is
particular, though not uniqoe in its genre, The development of its nrban
asset was, in fact, strongly affected by namral disasters smch as
hydrogeological and seismic events, which determined its transfer to
another location.
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SEISMIC EFFECTS

From the seismic point of view, Melito Irpino is included in the first category of the new seismic
classification of the Campania Region. The most devastating earthquakes that damaged Melito date back
to December 1456, which hit central and southern Italy and 5th June, 1688 which had the Sannio as
epicentral area, both with Io = XTI MCS and M= 7 [1456: Io = XI MCS, Mw 7.2; 1688: In = XI MCS, Mw 7.0].

o P ————— During the twentieth century, it was invelved in two
- other disasmouns earthguakes that cansed serions
damage to the village in 1930 with an intensity VIII
and in 1962 with I = IX MCS and VIIT ESI-07 intensity.
Omn Angust 21, 1962 a violent earthguakes of Mw = 6.15
= struck the Campania, in the border between the
I Sanmnio and Irpinia regions, with epicentral intensity
of IX MCS. The most affected villages were Ariano
Irpino, Casalbore, Melito Irpine, Montecalve Irping,
in the province of Avellino; Apice, Ginestra degli
Schiavoni, Molinara, Reino, 5. Giorgio Ia Molara in
the province of Benevento. The event was
characterized by some premonitory shocks that
indnced people to stay out of their homes, effectively
reducing the number of deaths that were seventesn.
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Afier more than half a century and considering the effects of two important earthqualkes in 1962 and
1580, Melito now features as rebuilt ? lom far from the original historical centre.

HYDROGEOLOGICAL EFFECTS
Due to its landslides and flooding
it has heen included since the
heginning of the twentieth century
among the unstahle centers to be
consolidated. The landslides were
cansed by peculiar geological
subsirate essentially origins from
differemt  comsistency  Flysch
elements.
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Isosciszaal lmes of  dhe Awemst 21, 1962
carthquake. The mumber 16 indicates che old
Afglive Irpine, which = im the epicenmal ama
evalimed with che DC MCS (Taccasine 19641
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The earthynake of 71, Augnst 1962 was fatal for the village of Melito. In
December of the same vear it was left with 2182 inhabitants and 800
honses, most of which were nnstable, 300 were to be demolished, 50
From a geological point of wview the simation torned even more
dramatically when the whole valley area stretching from the old Ufita
of large slope instahility such as rock falls, complex rotational slip, de
sufficient to encourage the transfer of the entire village in another

in wisve of the old Malitn (phota by E. Spigs, 2016

& after the 1962 ol
the banddSde ameas (doced med), and In brows, the localioy called Quares Civico, idendfed for the
reconsmactdon of the new Melo Irpno vilags (Micomraecal, 19651
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CONCLUSIONS

The knowledge of the territory should be not only the base of the nrban, social and economic
development of any town, but it shonld be considered also the necessary systematic approach in
order to mimmize the socalled “natural disasters”, amnd the risks relative to them. The
transformation of the physical and urban environment doe to floods, diffose landslides,
hvdrogeological instability phenomens, as well as duoe to violent earthguakes, camse often
inevitable npheavals, or sometimes also avoidable, if the regnlations were fullv respected and
applied to protection of the commmmity.

The iconographic collection presented in this work is a contribution to the knowledge of the

territory of Melito Irpino (Irpinia, Somthern Italy), which due to its adverse geological structural
and urban conditions, have determined the forced variation of its nrban settlement. This paper

T conld also be a contribution and a tool for the local community that still want to recognize itself
deep in its history and in its origins

“This beautifil country iz radicated deep fn my heart even §f you do not see &1, but I feel it", These
words by Nicoline Di Pietro, a nonagenarian Melito citizen who lives as a gnardian of a rich
photographic and cinematographic heritage, synthesize in an exemplary way the feeling of regret
and longing that animates the older generations who lived before in the old village, and now live in
the new village.

However, all measures of reconstruction have limits, positive and negative aspects. The modern
urban aspect seems to be far away from the original rural connotation, which is a loss for the
identity of the village. The aims of the issue is to pay attention to the reconstruction of other
villages affected by similar namral disasters. How and when this should be done is a delicate and
complex priority of reconstroction, which shonld consider the entire social and econonyic aspect.
Last but not least, the ethical intervention of technicians in the decision to relocate a village mmst
he very importamnt.




