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Foreword by Silvia Peppoloni

In 2014, the International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG) established
a section in Peru. Thanks to the activism and enthusiasm of a part of the young and
vibrant Peruvian geoscientific community, geoethics has found a fertile place in Peru
to take root and develop. The national geoethics community, consolidated around the
IAPG-Peru, has increased in number over time and its impact has grownwith tangible
initiatives addressed to the local scientific community and thewhole Peruvian society.
For example, MinerLima, the International exhibition on minerals, organized since
2015 by IAPG-Peru, for promoting geoscience knowledge and geoscientific culture,
to strengthen the social role of geoscientists which is fostering a more sustainable
development of Peruvian society. Today, the IAPG-Peru is a concrete reality of the
Peruvian scientific and cultural landscape, an inclusive multidisciplinary meeting
point, open to dialogue with local stakeholders.

This is the second book published in the SpringerBriefs in Geoethics and it
is significant that it is written by colleagues from Peru, one of the economically
emerging Latin American countries.

South and Central Americas are extraordinary socio-cultural and environmental
laboratories, in which the contaminations between Western cultural traditions and
localmillenary cultures find a complex synthesis characterizedby lights and shadows.

In Peru, the relationship that binds human communities to their territories is char-
acterized by strong symbolism meanings, arising from the concept of Pachamama
(Mother Earth) and materializing in feelings and actions to protect Nature, as well as
by elements of contrast typical of contemporary societies, in which Nature is subject
to heavy exploitation and destruction of its ecosystems.

In this ambivalence, Latin America lives all its contradictions, increased by strong
social inequalities, by the continuous threat to people’s fundamental human rights and
by the progressive erosion of the living spaces of local indigenous communities. On
the other hand, it is evident the potential of this continent for undertaking innovative
and inclusive paths to build new models of sustainable economic development and
human progress.

From this perspective, geoethics becomes a proposal capable of reconciling
different positions and channelling different interests, expectations and perspectives
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viii Foreword by Silvia Peppoloni

on important issues such as the defence from natural risks, responsible management
of georesources, protection and conservation of the geological heritage and geodi-
versity, as well as the geological literacy of the population. These are precisely the
themes dealt with in the book, accompanied by a reflection from the perspective of
geoethical thinking.

For all these reasons, the book constitutes a point of reference in the development
of geoethics in Latin America: on the one hand, it aims to be an analysis and a
reflection after years of activity of the IAPG-Peru at the service of Peruvian society,
on the other hand, it pushes other communities of the continent to undertake a shared
path to propose the principles and values of geoethics as a response to the great
environmental and social issues of our times.

Silvia Peppoloni
Giuseppe Di Capua

International Association for Promoting Geoethics
Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia

Rome, Italy



Foreword by Roberto Greco

In my view, there are several reasons to read Geoethics in Peru.
This book tells us how geosciences began their development in Peru, as well as

describing the current complex reality and the many institutions and initiatives that
lead this science field. This content alone should be of interest to many academic
specialists frommany fields such as the history of science, ethics, geosciences, social
sciences, education, or natural heritage.

But the goal of this book has a more practical and direct purpose: to interact and
mobilize the geoscience community.

By presenting the history of the Peruvian geoscience community, the institutional
partners and the relevance of geoscience for society, contribute to give a whole
picture of geosciences in Peru, providing a fundamental framework for every profes-
sional and academic geoscientist. For geology students, this book offers a few hours
of reading the information that usually people need years to collect by readings,
participating in scientific events and talking with senior geoscientists.

That for sure will contribute to strengthening the position within the Peruvian
geoscience’s community.

The special and innovative perspective of geoethics is used to carry a clear
message to the community of geoscientists, the need to “humanize” the practice
of geosciences. Many arguments and examples support this statement.

Which are the values that sustain geoscientists in their professionals’ activities?
This is not a trivial question in a field that brings geoscientists to interactwith different
stakeholders from urban or rural citizens and public administrators to a multinational
private company.

This is a needed reflection that should start from the undergraduate course and
accompany the professionals along with their life.

There are many suggestions for innovative science and technology policy along
with the book that could be useful for the agenda of public administrators not only
in Peru.

It is the ambition that the endeavour to create an integrated picture of the
geosciences at a national level will soon be followed by other countries as it prepares
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x Foreword by Roberto Greco

the geosciences sector for rethinking the social role and geosciences culture inside
the society.

This is an original contribution from Latin America for a change of perspective
inside the global geoscience’s community.

Roberto Greco
Chair of the International Geoscience Education Organization,
Coordinator for Latin America of the International Association
for Promoting Geoethics, Member of the IUGS Commission on

Geoscience Education
Department of Science and Technology Policy

Institute of Geoscience, Unicamp
Campinas, Brazil

greco@unicamp.br

mailto:greco@unicamp.br
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