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AGI Guidelines for Ethical
Professional Conduct

Aspirational statement outlining overarching ethical
orinciples that apply to all geoscientists

—irst written in 1999: revised in 2015

Developed through a consensus process in
consultation with AGl's 51 member societies
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AGI

Founded in 1948

Organization of geoscience organizations
51 member societies; 250,000 geoscientists
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What AGI Does

Serve our member societies
Represent the geosciences

Provide information
Strengthen geoscience education
Raise public awareness of the geosciences

A voice for shared interests in the
geosciences
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1999 Guidelines for Ethical
Professional Conduct

Geological Society of America Presidential Meeting on
professional ethics, 1997, identified need for a broad-
based statement on ethics

Emphasis on the professional aspects of the
geosciences

Duties to the public and society, the environment, the
geosciences, and the profession

Duties to employer, clients, students, colleagues and
associates
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Origin of Revision

2013 AGI Leadership Forum on Ethics and the
Geosciences

Developed Consensus Statement on Ethics in the
Geosciences

Action items included develop and promote a Common
Code of Ethics for geoscientists
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Ethics Committee

David Mogk (Chair)
David Abbott

Robert Finkelman
Joe Gillman

Linda Gundersen
Denise Hills

Murray Hitzman
Edmund Nickless

Lee Phillips

Monica Ramirez
Robert Tepel
Douglas Walker

Montana State University
Consultant

UT, Dallas

Missouri State Geologist
USGS (Emeritus)
Alabama Geol. Survey
Colorado School of Mines
Executive Secretary, GSL
UNC, Greensboro

Front Range CC

Retired

University of Kansas

NAGT
AIPG
IMGA
AASG
AGU
AWG
SEG
GSL
CUR
AWG
AEG
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Revising the Guidelines: Process

Committee developed draft Guidelines, 2014
Circulated to all member societies for comment

Committee reconvened to revise the draft Guidelines,
March 2015

AGI| Executive Committee unanimously approved
the 2015 Guidelines for Ethical Professional
Conduct; April 13, 2015

Sighed by 29 AGI member societies
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Intended Use of the Guidelines

Aspirational framework that identifies ethical principles

that should inform the professional conduct of all
geoscientists

Not binding on any AGI member organization or its
members

No regulatory or enforcement provisions

May be used by member societies or geoscientists as
appropriate for them
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American Geosciences Institute
Guidelines for Ethical Professional Conduct

AGI=
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2015
Guidelines

Preamble

hiese guidelines address common ethical toplcs across the gecsclence community: the ethics statements of
Individual soclefles may expand beyond these guiksalines.

Geosclentists play a critical rale In ethical dacislon making about stewardship of the Earth, the use of s resources, and
the Interactions betwean humanking and the planet on which we ive. Geosclentists must eam the publics trust and
maintain confidence Im the work of Individual geasclentists and the geasclences a5 a profession. The Amencan Geo-
solences Instiute (AGT expects those In the professkon o adhers to the highest ethical standards In 2l professional
activities. Geosclentists should engage responsibly In the conduct and reporting of thelr work, acknowledging the
uncertainties and limits of cument understanding Inherent In studles of natural systems. Geosdentists shoukd respact
the work of colleagues and thase who use and rely upon the products of thelr work.

In day-to-day activities
geoscientists should:

As members of a professional and scienting

@u-ﬂa‘y activities geoscientists should:
community, geoscientists should:

s Bahanest.

» Act respansibly and with Integrity, acknowledge Im-

ltatlons to knowledge and understanding, and be
accountaibie for thelr ermors.

» Present prafessional wark and reports without alsin-
catlan or fabrcation of data, misleading statements,
oF omisskon of rekevant facts.

= Distinguilsh facis and cbservations from Imterpratations.

» ACouratehy die authorship, acknowienge the contribu-
tians of others, and not plaglartze.

» Disclose and act appropriately on real or percaived
conficis of Interest.

= Continue professional developmant and growth.

= Encourage and assist In the development of a safe,
diverse, and Inclushee workfiore.

= Treat colleagues, studants, employees, and the publlc
with respeact.

» Kaap privileged Information confidential, except when
doing 50 constitutes a threat io publlc health, safety,
o waltare,

Promote greater understanding of e 3]

ofhar technilczl groups, students, the general puld
nesws media, and policy makers through effeciive com-
miunication and education.

Conduct thalr work recognizing the complextties and
uncertainties of the Earth sysiem.

Sampie responsitly 50 that Mmaterials and sies ane pra-
served for future stisdy.

Document and archive data and data products using
best practices In data management, and share data
promiptly for Lse by the QecsClence community.

Use thelr technical knowledge and skllis to protect
public health, safiety, and welfare, and enhance the
sustainabllity of socety.

Responsibhy Inform the pubillc about natural resournces,
hazards, and ather geoscience phenamena with darity
and acouracy.

Support respansible stewardship through an Improved
understandng and Interpretation of the Earth, and by
communicating known and potantlal Impadisof human
activitles and natural procassas.

Agremd by B0 Ethicy Commities: & Borl 3002 Appeosved by M0 Eaecutten Commisies: 13 Agnil 2005

As members of a
professional and scientific
community, geoscientists
should:

URL.:
www.americangeosciences.org/
community
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Some Changes in Revised
Guidelines

Based on new scholarship in geoethics

More focus on the responsibilities of geoscientists within
society, not just within the profession

Two components:
Individual responsibilities
Responsiblilities as part of a professional and scientific

community
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Some Changes in Revised
Guidelines

More emphasis on
Societal context of the geosciences

Importance of communication and education within and beyond
the geoscience community

Uncertainties associated with our understanding of complex
natural systems

Safe, diverse, inclusive workforce

“Geoscientists must earn the public’s trust and maintain
confidence in the work of individual geoscientists and

the geosciences as a profession.” erican
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Implementing the Guidelines

Promote informed understanding of the role of ethics In
the geosciences

Raise standards of professional practice

Consensus statement regarding access and inclusion of
iIndividuals living with disabilities in the geosciences
(finalized 2015; 24 member society signatories)

— american
‘ geosciences
institute

connecting earth, science, and people




Next Steps

Raise awareness about the Guidelines
Talks and sessions at conferences

Workshops on ethics
Sponsoring workshop at Geological Society of America’s
annual meeting, 2016

AGI Leadership Forum 2016
Addressing professional conduct/sexual harassment issues
Building the geoethics community and scholarship
International Association for Promoting Geoethics
New book on geoethics from AGU/Wiley to be published in

2016
Teaching Geoethics Across the Geoscience Curriculum
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Thank you

http://americangeosciences.org

View Guidelines for Ethical Professional Conduct at:
http://www.americangeosciences.org/community
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