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Current status of ICOS: 11 participating countries,
> 100 stations and VOS lines, 2016 fully operational
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ESFRI ROADMAP 2016

ICOS Is a landmark!
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Three levels of ICOSdata
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Why ethical guidelines?

Article 13
Ethical Advisory Board

1.The General Assembly shall establish an independent
Ethical Advisory Board to advise and give periodic reports
on ethical issues. The Ethical Advisory Board shall be
composed of three to five independent persons.

2.The membership and the rules of procedure of the Ethical
Advisory Board shall be decided by the General Assembly
and included into the internal rules.




Why ethical guidelines?

A 1COSprovides important and sensible data. This requires
highest standards for data quality, curation and
provenance.

ICOS provides integrated products out of these data that
are influential in societal and political processes.

ICOSIs turning over high amounts of money.

ICOS community is conducting research in a highly
competitive environment .

ICOS has a very open data policy, nevertheless the data
have to be attributed and should be used in a fair way.
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The ICOS data lifecycle
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Problems/resistances

A ICOS is a distributed research infrastructure with a very
complicate structure that includes ~60 institutions in 11
countries. Many of them have their own ethical
standards. Conflicting documents possible.

A ICOS has some very specific but also some very general
ethical questions.

A the phenomenon of "flexible ethics": | use ethical
arguments when they are supporting my point of view
and deny the necessity of ethical categories when they
disturb my interests.




The process

A ICOS uses an iterative process to discuss with all
levels of the infrastructure coordinated by a central
working group;

A ICOS Head Office has evaluated a number of existing
documents to compile first drafts.

A The goal was consensus and adoption by General
Assembly.
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Content

1. Conflictsof Financial Interests and SecondaBccupations
Relations to companies. shareholding, membership of managing bodies,

employment, service or management or other agreement. Double payment

for services. o _ _
2. Conflictsof interest arising from accumulation of different role

within ICOS RI

CF personnel as GA members, multiple membership in bodies,
ICOS RI interests vs personal, national or institutional interests,

3. Data ethics
Fr autdhe or ul e of sy s t, dorumentaton of Hagapife cyade, s
transparency on data quality, four eyes principle,

4. Data dissemination and scientific publication

Di ssemination of O6critical o dat a, p Q
dissemination, communication of risks, media relations.

Fair data dissemination
fair recognition (co -authorships, citation of data), conflicts arising from

financial benefits of publications,
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The current situation

Consensus was reached on the
conflict of interest chapter

No consensus in all other
chapters oy B

and scholarship

European Science Foundation Policy Briefing

Good scientific practice in research

December 2000
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ESF statement

Good scientific practice in research and
scholarship is essential for the integrity
of science. It sets internationally valid
benchmarks for quality assurance, which
enable replication and further studies by

other scientists. And it provides

against scientific

and fra

id. Good practice, thus, nurtures
trust within the scientific community
and between science and society, both of
which are necessary for scientific
advance.

Several European Science Foundation
(ESF) Member Organisations and some
individual research institutions and
universities have already published
guidelines, or codes, for good scientific
practice across the full range of the
natural and social sciences, engineering
and the humanities. However, to be

fully effective, such codes have to be

more widely adopted by European
universities and research institutions,
observed by all researchers and scholars
and monitored for compliance. Both
institutional and individual

commitment are prerequisites.

Procedures for investigating allegations
of scientific misconduct complement
codes of good scientific practice. Such
investigations are commonly carried out
at local (institutional) level, with gui-
dance and oversight by national bodies.
Some countries, however, prefer to carry

out investigations at national level

To achieve full compliance, and thus
demonstrate effective self-regulation, the
various players - national academies and
research funding agencies, universities
and research institutions employing
scientists and the scientists themselves,
each has distinctive advisory, managerial
or regulatory responsibilities.




Conclusion and outlook

A Process is more difficult than expected.

A ICOS is going to adopt an Ethical Advisory Board and
will ask it to steer the further process.

A The experiences will be provided for other
Infrastructures in the framework od ENVRIplus
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Thank y ou for your attention!
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